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S
witzerland is a small nation, about the size of Massa-
chusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island together, but
a scenic one. Nestled in theAlps, it is one of the most
mountainous countries in the world and is entirely sur-
rounded by Germany, France, Italy, Austria and tiny

Liechtenstein. (Incidentally, the tallest mountain in Switzerland is
one you may not have heard of, not the Matterhorn, but the Du-
fourspitze, on the Swiss-Italian border at 15,771 feet. Mont Blanc,
which is the tallest of theAlps, is actually in France.)

Switzerland has many different names, among them: Schweiz-
erische Eidgenossenschaft, Confédération Suisse, Confoederatio
Helvetica, all of which mean, in various native languages and
Latin, “Swiss Confederation.”

The history of this land is very complex, and it is impossible
to give more than a “nutshell” version in these pages, but the ear-
liest recorded inhabitants of the country now known as Switzer-
land were “Old Europeans” called the Rhaetians, who are believed
to have been related to the mysterious Etruscans in Italy. The
Rhaetians, like the Etruscans and other “Old Europeans” (except
for the Basques), are believed to have been overrun by great waves
of Indo-European invaders. The Keltic Indo-European tribe who
settled in the valleys among the Alps was known (at least to the
Romans) as the Helvetii, and this name has stuck to the country of
Switzerland ever since, in the form of Helvetia.

Lying directly to the north of Italy, the small land of the Hel-
vetii was in turn overrun by the Roman general Julius Caesar dur-
ing the 1st century B.C.—and the entire region became completely
Romanized. It survived as a peaceful Roman province for the next
300 years.

The Swiss
IF YOU ARE SWISS, YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE. Switzerland and America have some shared history, in-

terests in common and, more importantly, a shared future. For such a small country, Switzerland has much to be proud
of. In many ways Switzerland and America are similar—America is (at least theoretically) a federal union of 50 sov-
ereign states, while Switzerland is a confederation of 26 full cantons. Switzerland was neutral until very recently, while
America traditionally was neutral or non-interventionist until it was subverted by the likes ofWoodrowWilson and his
fellow travelers.
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Facing page: William Tell. When the bailiff of Uri, Hermann
Gessler, ordered the residents in 1307 to bow to his hat atop a
pike, Tell shot the hat with an arrow. Gessler had Tell arrested
and ordered him to shoot an apple atop his son’s head. Tell car-
ried two arrows in his quiver. After Tell shot the apple, Gessler
asked him to explain the second arrow. Tell replied that, had he
missed and killed his son, he would have used the second one
to kill Gessler. Tell was rearrested but escaped and killed the
bailiff. Tell’s existence cannot be verified, nor can that of
Gessler. But, real or not, Tell is alive in the hearts of freedom
lovers everywhere. Above, the William Tell Chapel on Lake
Lucerne was built where Gessler met his condign fate.



6 NOV EMB E R /D EC EMB E R 2 0 0 9 BARNESREV I EW. COM • 1 - 8 7 7 - 7 7 3 - 9 0 7 7 ORDER I NG

The province of Helvetia was overrun by the Germanic inva-
sions that swept over the decaying Roman Empire in the 4th cen-
tury A.D. Two tribes in particular occupied the region: the
Bourguignons and theAlamanni.

Apart from the original Old Europeans, who had a number of
Mediterranean types among their numbers, all the “peoplings”
were Nordic racial elements.

The Romanized Helvetii had been introduced to Christianity in
the closing years of the Roman empire, but in common with many
of the Germanic tribes, the invaders were pagans, or polytheists,
worshiping their old gods native to their peoples.

It was up to the Franks under King Charlemagne to introduce
Christianity to the Alamanni and the other Germanics in Helve-
tia—an event that occurred after the Franks invaded the region in
the 5th century.

When the Frankish empire dissolved upon Charlemagne’s
death, most of what would someday be modern Switzerland be-
came incorporated into the duchy of Alemannia, or Swabia, one
of the feudal states making up the German
kingdom or empire. The only part that was
not incorporated into the German empire
was acquired in 1033, becoming part of the
Germanic Holy Roman empire.

By 1276, the Austrian House of Haps-
burg, which was not much liked by most
Swiss, had taken over the crown of the Holy
Roman empire. In that year, its emperor,
Rudolf I, introduced a number of oppres-
sive measures in Switzerland, sparking off
war with the Swiss, which was to last nearly
200 years.

In 1291, with the death of Rudolph, according to legend, local
notables in heavily forested central Switzerland pledged to form
an alliance, bringing together Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden, the
first three “free” or autonomous cantons, but still under the Holy
Roman empire.These were called the Forest Cantons orWaldstaet-
ter. In 1332, Luzern (Lucerne) joined the Forest Cantons as the
fourth canton. Additional cantons or states came into the alliance
as largely autonomous entities.

The four cantons were joined by four more cantons and
states—Zurich, Bern, Glarus and Zug—between 1353 and 1481.
In this piecemeal fashion, the “Old Confederacy” was built up. It
is from Schwyz that the name “Switzerland” derives.

INDEPENDENCE—WON BY 1499

By 1474, the Swiss had fought the Austrians to a standoff. In
that year, the Swiss cantons were made into a confederation, still
under the loose control of the Habsburgs. Fribourg and Solothurn
joined the “Old Confederacy” of eight cantons following approval

of the Stanser Treaty in 1481, which balanced the interests of the
cities and countryside. In 1499, the Holy Roman emperor, Maxi-
milian I, launched an attempt to crush this hard-won autonomy.

A new war broke out between the Swiss andAustrians, result-
ing in victory for the Swiss. By theTreaty of Basel in 1499, Swiss
independence was as good as won. Shortly afterward some of the
last regions in Switzerland became affiliated to the new nation. By
1513, Basel, Schaffhausen andAppenzell had signed on.

Currently there are 26 cantons, or, more precisely, 20 full can-
tons and six “half cantons.” Most of the cantons trace their roots
back centuries.

The Swiss skill in defeating the mighty Austrians led them to
become highly regarded soldiers all over Europe—they were re-
cruited as mercenaries by all those who could afford them, includ-
ing the pope in Rome, whose Swiss Guards remain, famously, to
the present day. [See page 9.—Ed.]

While fighting as mercenaries with the French army during the
wars of the early 16th century, Swiss troops annexed some addi-

tional parts of northern Italy, which became
the southernmost canton of Switzerland.
The Swiss then tried to take on the French
and were, unexpectedly, soundly defeated
in 1515.

This defeat caused Switzerland to adopt
a policy of neutrality in all conflicts, one
that it has more or less followed ever since,
only breaking it to acquire more small ter-
ritories, until recently.

THE REFORMATION

The Protestant Reformation in Switzerland started in 1518,
when a pastor named Uldrych Zwingli denounced the sale of in-
dulgences—supposedly forgiveness by God, so one could spend
less time in purgatory (a kind of waiting room for heaven according
to Roman Catholic theology)—for money by representatives of the
Catholic Church. Inflamed by Zwingli’s oratory, the people of
Zurich rose up and attacked Catholic churches, smashing relics
and “officially” releasing priests from their vows of celibacy.

Other Swiss towns, such as Basel and Bern, adopted similar
religious platforms and in 1536, Geneva, where the French Protes-
tant leader John Calvin had settled, rose up against the duchy of
Savoy and refused to acknowledge the authority of its Roman
Catholic bishop.

Despite all this, Swiss diplomatic skill prevented the country
from becoming involved in the great Christian internecine wars
that grew out of the Reformation.

By the end of the Protestant/CatholicThirtyYearsWar of 1618
to 1648 (one of the most destructive wars in European history),
Switzerland was recognized as a fully independent state by the

“When the Frankish empire
dissolved, most of what

would be Switzerland became
incorporated into the duchy
of Alemannia, or Swabia,
of the German empire.”



Treaty ofWestphalia, formally releasing the little mountainous na-
tion from the Holy Roman empire at long last. But it was only in
1649 and 1652 that the remainingAustrian rights in the Praettigau
were bought up by what was then called the League of Ten Juris-
dictions, which thus finalized its freedom.

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE AND UNIFICATION

The ideals of the French Revolution spread to Switzerland after
1789. Swiss revolutionaries also rose up against the system of lords
and princes who ran the confederation of Swiss cantons. The local
revolutionaries were, however, suppressed by the nobles, which led
to the French revolutionaries sending a French army into Switzer-
land to help the Swiss rebels.

With French intervention, the Swiss revolutionaries managed
to stage a comeback, and a republic based on the model of the
French revolutionary state was established by 1798.This “Helvetic
Revolution” of 1798 crushed the aristocratic rule in the old cantons.

Nine more territories became part of Switzerland between
1803 and 1815: St. Gallen, Graubünden, Aargau, Thurgau, Ti-
cino, Vaud, Valais, Neuchatel and Geneva. Napoleon Bonaparte
then unified the country under the name of the Helvetic Repub-
lic, instituting a form of government that proved to be unpopular
with the Swiss. In 1803 Napoleon ordered the French occupation
troops to leave—although by then a part of Switzerland had been
settled by some Frenchmen, creating the French-speaking part
of today’s Switzerland.

The Congress ofVienna in 1815, which ended the Napoleonic
Wars, saw this unpopular constitution rejected and replaced by the
former “confederal” canton system. The Congress of Vienna also
made particular note of Swiss neutrality—from that time on, the
Swiss were never again involved in any foreign war.

The existence of three main language groupings, German,
French and a small Italian segment, combined with a split between
Protestants and Catholics, made up the classic scenario for religio-
ethnically based conflict. After the Protestant cantons sought to
prevent the Jesuits’ takeover of religious education in Lucerne, by
1847, the seven Catholic cantons—mainly German speaking—
formed a united league, the Sonderbund.

The Swiss government declared the Sonderbund unconstitu-
tional and ordered them to disband. They refused, and a localized
civil war followed, with two cantons remaining neutral in the war,
ending in the defeat of the Sonderbund the next year.

The war caused the Swiss to rethink their constitutional
arrangements. A new constitution in 1848 was loosely based on
the U.S. Constitution.

In 1866, there was some revision, and in 1874, a newer consti-
tution was introduced, which strengthened the central government
but still reserved extraordinary powers to the various cantons, to en-
sure the maximum devolution of power on issues likely to cause
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The Oath of the Rutli
Part of theWilliam Tell saga is the 1307 "Oath in the Rutli," above.
According to the legend, three men, sometimes depicted as
bearded, met to agree to bring groups of brave men from their three
regions of what was to someday become Switzerland to decide on
future common actions—most likely to secede from the tyrannical
Habsburg empire. The Rutli is a meadow above Lake Lucerne.
Present wereWerner Stauffacher for Schwyz, Walter Fuerst for Uri
and Arnold of Melchtal for Unterwalden. Von Melchtal’s father had
forfeited his yoke of oxen, since he did not pay his taxes on time.
Armed men came to confiscate the animals. When they arrived at
Heinrich von Melchtal’s small farm, he and his son Arnold were
plowing the meager fields. Heinrich tried to plead with the imperial
minions that he needed the oxen to plow, and if the beasts were
taken, he could not pay the tax and would likely starve. To this was
answered: “You can have your son pull the plow.” Enraged, Arnold
von Melchtal grabbed the stick used to guide the oxen and beat the
tax man, breaking his fingers.After that, he had to flee the dominion
and found refuge with Fuerst in Uri.
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conflict. This constitution worked very effectively and was, with
only minor modifications (notably in 1874), in use in Switzerland
to 1999, when it was revised again, and has since remained to the
present day.

Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment are
prohibited by the Swiss Bill of Rights (Article 10.3). Freedom of
the press is guaranteed (Art. 17), and all persons have the right to
form, express and disseminate their opinions freely (Art. 16).Yet,
onApril 10, 2000, a Swiss court sentenced retired teacher Gaston-
ArmandAmaudruz, 79, to one year in prison for “denying the ex-
istence of homicidal gas chambers in World War II German
concentration camps”! Apparently “freedom of speech” means
something quite different to the Swiss than toAmericans.

SWISS NEUTRALITY

The Swiss were of course famous for their steadfast neutrality.
Refusing to join the United Nations (until 2002) made that country
ideal “neutral territory,” upon which, ironically, many delicate UN
conferences were held.

Switzerland tightly controls citizenship
by biological descent and does not encour-
age immigration. However, the country has,
like much ofWestern Europe, been the tar-
get of a considerable influx of illegal Third
World immigrants.

Switzerland is very unusual among the
countries in the world in that, while it is
made up of several distinct ethnic groups,
there is very little conflict among them,
much less anything much in the way of se-
cessionist movements. This is perhaps a result of the nation’s con-
federate system of government, with each state or canton being
free to operate in its own manner, except when such things as na-
tional defense are involved.

The country has had little problem with secession since the
Sonderbund War, with one small exception: the northern part of
Jura, with two people being killed in the struggle for “Free Jura.”
After some complex dissection and gerrymandering, the problem
was solved by setting up a new autonomous canton within
Switzerland.

As noted above, there is a German-speaking section of
Switzerland, a French-speaking section and an Italian-speaking
section. In addition, in one canton, there is a minority who con-
tinue to speak a Rhaeto-Romanic language (Romansh; also called
Romansch or Romanche or Rumantsh or Rumantsch). Romansh,
a Romance language related to Occitan, is a survival from Roman
days. It is spoken by about 0.9 percent of Switzerland’s 7.5 million
inhabitants.

Interestingly, the canton where this rare language is spoken is

called Grisons or Graubuenden, “the Gray League”—which pre-
serves the name of the self-defense organization of local people
set up in the 15th century. Graubuenden is the largest canton in the
nation, at over 7,000 square kilometers.

(The smallest canton is Basel City, at 37 square kilometers; the
most populous is Zurich with 1.3 million inhabitants; the least pop-
ulous is Appenzell Inner Rhodes, with little more than 15,000.)

As it happens, Rhaeto-Romanic languages are also spoken in
parts of northern Italy—a dialect called Ladin in the Dolomite
Mountains of Trentino-Alto Adige/Suedtirol, and a dialect called
Friulian is spoken by over half a million people in northeastern
Italy. (This Ladin is not to be confused with the Engadine dialects
of Romansh, also called the “Ladin” dialects, namely Puter, spoken
in the Upper Engadine valley, and Vallader, spoken in the Lower
Engadine valley, in the southeast corner of Switzerland.)

The other “main” dialects of Swiss Romansh are classified as
the Rhine dialects: Sursilvan, Sutsilvan and Surmiran.

It should be noted that there is also a standardized form of Ro-
mansh, created in 1982 by linguist Heinrich
Schmid, called Rumantsch Grischun. It is
the only form of the language that is used
by the Swiss central government, Romansh
being one of the recognized official lan-
guages of Switzerland, along with French,
German and Italian. But most people in
Graubuenden dislike Rumantsch Grischun
somuch that they would rather use German
(most of them are perfectly bilingual, al-
though Italian is also spoken in southern
parts of the canton).

GUN CONTROL

There is little gun control in Switzerland, so that it has fre-
quently been held up as an example of the benefits of gun freedom
byAmerican advocates of the SecondAmendment. Switzerland’s
“militia army” defense theory requires men above the age of 20 to
be ready for call-up for national service (there is almost no standing
army), and to keep a fully automatic SIG Sturmgewehr 90military
rifle locked up in their residences. Some half-million Swiss min-
utemen have such rifles in their homes, and it is estimated there
are 1.2 million firearms. This may have changed recently; after a
disgruntled citizen “went postal” and shot up the local parliament
in Zug on Sept. 27, 2001, the Swiss minister of justice, Ruth
Metler, called for national gun registration as a safety measure.

The Swiss Federal Police Office reports that, in 1997, there
were 87 intentional homicides and 102 attempted homicides in the
country. Some 91 of these 189 murders and attempts involved
firearms.With its population of 7 million (which includes 1.2 mil-
lion foreigners), Switzerland had a homicide rate of only 1.2 per

“Switzerland controls
citizenship by biological

descent and does not encour-
age immigration. However,

it has been the target of
illegal immigration.”
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100,000. There were 2,498 robberies and attempted robberies, of
which 546 involved firearms, giving a robbery rate of 36 per
100,000. Almost half of these criminal acts were committed by
non-resident foreigners, which is why one hears reference in casual
talk to “criminal tourists.”

In 1993, not a single armed robbery was reported in Geneva.
Thus, Switzerland, which is awash in guns, has substantially lower
murder and robbery rates than the UK, where most guns are
banned. The cantons issue licenses for handgun purchases on a
“must issue” basis. Most, but not all, cantons require handgun reg-
istration. Any ammunition bought on the private market is regis-
tered. Ammunition can be bought unregistered at government
subsidized shooting ranges, but, by law, one must use all the am-
munition at the range. Apparently this law is not really enforced,
which gives Swiss gun owners a way to collect unregistered ammu-
nition. Because somany people own rifles, there are no regulations
against carrying them, but 15 of the 26 cantons have regulations on
carrying handguns.

The Swiss are ready for war at any time. Not only do they have
their minutemenwith machineguns, but a citizen is allowed to own
a tank, anti-aircraft gun etc and is required to have 72 rounds of
ammunition.Also the nation is set up so that it can quickly convert
highways into military aircraft runways, and so on.And they have
plenty of top-of-the line weapons systems of all sorts.

Switzerland’s industry always depended to a very large extent
on exporting of machinery, watches, chemicals and pharmaceuti-
cals. The high population density, adverse conditions for agricul-
ture, with most of the country being alpine, and a scarcity of most
raw materials, are responsible for a notable shortfall in food pro-
duction and a trade deficit. During the 20th century, tourism, trans-
portation services and financial services (banking and insurance)
helped to provide for a favorable balance of payments.

Lately, however, the once-famous Swiss banking privacy has
not been what it used to be. Increasingly, resourceful Americans
and others are finding better places to stash their money.

In September 2000, the Swiss surprisingly voted against a plan

The Pontifical Swiss Guards march in ceremonial garb of dark blue and orange stripes with red trim. Swiss mercenaries once served
in a number of European lands, until the practice was abolished (with a papal exception) in 1927. They have served popes continuously
since first hired on in 1506, when Switzerland was poor and overpopulated. The Swiss in general have a reputation for loyalty, courage,
discipline and steadfastness. Today the Swiss Guards have SIG P225 pistols and SIG SG 550 assault rifles as well as the traditional hal-
berds and swords to counteract those who wish to do the pope any harm.
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to cut the number of foreigners in the country to 18% of the pop-
ulation (in 2000 foreigners made up 19.3%). Since 1970, four sim-
ilar anti-immigration plans failed. In another stunning devel-
opment, in September 2002, Switzerland gave up its neutrality by
joining the United Nations.

For many Swiss people, the Great White Hope until now was
Christoph Blocher—a successful, self-made billionaire, born into
the large family of a rural minister. Blocher was celebrated as a
manwho rose by hard work to become a leader in the Swiss chem-
ical industry, then the second-highest man in the Swiss Folk Party,
currently the second-biggest party in Switzerland.

Blocher poses as a populist by talking about immigration and
asylum seekers. However he never talks about race per se.He never
attacks the Jews. In fact, he voted for a 1994 bill,Article 261, which
makes holocaust debunking a felony in Switzerland.As a result of
this, heroes such as René-Louis Berclaz and Juergen Graf have
been sentenced to prison.

Blocher has sold the Swiss down the river. Read this, from the
latest issue of the Courrier du Continent published by the valiant
Swiss patriot G.-A.Amaudruz, who in his 80s was thrown in prison
in Switzerland for his opinions under the law passed with the help
of Blocher’s Swiss Folk Party:

When a few days ago our newsroom received a list of
the participants this year at the international Bilderberg
conference inAthens, we could not believe our eyes. The
name of Christoph Blocher stood on the list of attendees.

Christoph Blocher of all people as a guest of this se-
cret cosmopolitan society? Incredible. In the meantime
the participation of our former justice minister at the
Bilderberg meeting has been confirmed.

SWISS ABROAD

For about 450 years Switzerland’s No. 1 exported skill was sol-
diering. It is estimated that between 1400 and 1848 more than 2
million Swiss mercenaries were employed by foreign powers.1

Many of them naturally settled where they were working.
Starting in the 16th century, some Swiss people emigrated to

escape religious persecution. As oppression of the Anabaptists
spread, followers—who came from several European countries—
migrated ever farther.Today we know them as theMennonites and
theAmish, many having settled in Pennsylvania.

About 400,000 Swiss emigrated between 1850 and 1914. In
some places in North America and South America they founded
“colonies.” Bern alone has 26 towns and villages named after it in
the United States, while Lucerne has 16.

Switzerland may be landlocked, but Swiss-American Edward
W. Eberle was a top admiral in the U.S. Navy. Famous Swiss-
Americans include actress Renee Zellweger, songstress Jewel and
her sister Q’Orianka Kilcher, film actor Victor Mature, Supreme

A Few of the Famous Swiss
and Swiss-Americans

F
RANÇOIS-LOUIS CAILLER (1796-1852) established
the oldest chocolate factory still in use in Switzer-
land. Daniel Peter and Swiss-AmericanMilton Her-
shey were other famous chocolatiers.

St. Nicholas von der Flue (1417-1487), diplomat and later
hermit, prevented a civil war in Switzerland. The Piccard dy-
nasty of scientists and explorers, including Auguste Piccard,
who made the first ascents into the stratosphere in 1931-32,
Jacques Piccard, holder of the world record for deep diving
(10,740meters), and his son Bertrand Piccard, first balloonist

to circumnavigate the globe.
Jean Piccard, twin brother of
Auguste, settled in the United
States and collaborated with
his brother in investigations
of the stratosphere.

Then there is astronaut
Claude Nicollier, the first and
so far only Swiss astronaut.
Of course we cannot fail to

mention the great mathematician Leonhard Euler (the very
important irrational number “e,” 2.718281828 . . .—not to be
confused with Euler’s Constant—is named in his honor, in
case you ever wondered.)

Nobel prizes have been awarded to Swiss scientists
Alexander Mueller, Heinrich Rohrer, Richard Ernst and Kurt
Wuethrich, among others.

Henri Dunant may not be famous, but what he did was
certainly important. He was a co-founder of the Red Cross
(whose logo, by the way, is the Swiss flag in reverse). Denise
Biellmann is a world champion figure skater. Ernesto
Bertarelli won the 31stAmerica’s Cup and brought the cup to
Europe for the first time in 152 years. Johann Bernoulli and
his son Daniel were notable mathematicians.

Above, the versatile Swiss army knife, used the world over.

JAQUES PICCARD
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Court Justice Warren Burger, the multi-talented Albert Gallatin,
Meyr Guggenheim, President Herbert Hoover, Adolph Ricken-
backer, Eddie Rickenbacker, John Sutter, who discovered gold in
California, and HenryWirz of tragic “Civil War” note.

Louis Agassiz (1807-1873) revolutionized geological theory
by his study of glaciers, which led him to put forward the then-
controversial idea that most of Eurasia had once been covered by
ice sheets about a mile thick.

Louis Chevrolet (1878-1941) was a racing driver and founder

of the Chevrolet Motor Car Company.
Rudolph “Minnesota Fats” Wanderone was perhaps the best-

known pool player in America. Bobby Fischer (1943-2008) was
the controversial chess player who minced no words when talking
about the Jews.And football fans will be upset if we fail to mention
Ben Roethlisberger, quarterback for the Pittsburgh Steelers. Last
but not least, ChristophMeili, whistleblower, who now lives in Cal-
ifornia.

August 1 of each year is Swiss National Day and is celebrated
with numerous events in the United States and abroad. For more on
that, check your local news sources and/or http://www.swiss-
world.org/. �

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
Diem,Aubrey, Switzerland: Land, People, Economy, Media International, Kitchener,

Ont., 1994.
Gretler, Arnold, and Pierre-Emeric Mandl, Values, Trends andAlternatives in Swiss

Society, Praeger, NewYork, 1973.
Hilowitz, Janet Eve (ed.), Switzerland in Perspective, Greenwood Press, NewYork,

1990.
Linder, Wolf, Swiss Democracy: Possible Solutions to Conflict in Multicultural Soci-

eties, Macmillan, Houndsmills, U.K., 1994.
Lloyd,William Bross, Jr.Waging Peace: The Swiss Experience, Public Affairs Press,

Washington, D.C., 1958.

ENDNOTES:
1 http://www.swissworld.org/en/people/the_swiss_abroad/historical_emigration/

This article is based in part on the bookMarch of the Titans: A His-

tory of theWhite Race. Available from TBR BOOKS for $47, it is a 596-

page book, 8.5-by-11-inches, covering the entire history of the white

race.) Arthur Kemp is the Rhodesian-born author ofMarch of theTitans.

He worked at the SouthAfrican Conservative Party’s head office on their

weekly newspaper, and authored the main “Vote No” party literature used

in the 1992 referendum, which made him the single most distributed au-

thor in South African political history. He also worked as political sec-

retary to the leader of the Conservative Party, Dr. Treurnicht, but was

expelled from the party in 1993 for advocating the rejection of apartheid

in favor of anAfrikaner homeland policy. JohnTiffany is the assistant ed-

itor of THE BARNES REVIEW.

Left: AbrahamAlfonse Albert Gallatin (1761-1849) was an ethnologist and linguist, congressman, diplomat, founder of New York Uni-
versity and secretary of the U.S. Treasury. He made great progress toward balancing the federal budget. By 1826, Gallatin put forward
a claim in favor of U.S. ownership of the Columbia River system lands, outlining the “principle of contiguity” in his statement The Land
West of the Rockies. Center: John Augustus Sutter (1803-80) lived an amazing life. Born in Germany but of Swiss roots, he moved
to Missouri, then, in 1838, headed for Mexican California. He built an empire there, called New Helvetia. In 1848, a man building a sawmill
for Sutter discovered gold nuggets. Sutter tried to keep it secret, but within months squatters were swarming over his lands, butchering
his cattle and stealing everything in sight. Right: American “ace of aces” Eddie Rickenbacker (originally Reichenbacher; 1890-
1973), was a successful racecar driver, fighter pilot, airline executive, wartime advisor and elder statesman. His 26 World War I aerial
victories came in only two months of combat flying.


